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Deborah Brautigam is the Bernard L. Schwartz Professor of International Political 
Economy and founding director of the China Africa Research Initiative (CARI) at Johns 
Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). She has been 
writing about the fact and fiction of China and Africa; state-building; governance and 
foreign aid for more than 30 years. She is the author of 3 books on China in Africa, 
including ​The Dragon’s Gift: The Real Story of China in Africa​. Her current research 
focuses on Chinese lending in risky overseas markets. 
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Kevin P. Gallagher is a professor of global development policy at Boston University’s 
Frederick S. Pardee School of Global Studies, where he directs the Global 
Development Policy Center. He is the author or co-author of six books, including ​The 
China Triangle: Latin America’s China Boom​ (2016). Prof. Gallagher serves on the 
United Nations’ Committee for Development Policy and co-chairs the T-20 Task Force 
on International Financial Architecture at the G-20. He was previously a visiting scholar 
at SAIS-IDEV. 
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Kevin Acker is SAIS-CARI’s Research Manager. He is a 2019 M.A. graduate of China 
studies and Economics at Johns Hopkins SAIS, having spent the first year of this 
program at the Hopkins-Nanjing Center. He previously worked in international 
education and consulting. He holds a B.A. in Economics and China Studies from 
Binghamton University. 
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International Relations and he is now a Ph.D. student at Cornell University. From 2014 
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China-related foreign and defense affairs. He has an B.A. in International Politics from 
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